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1900 Excerpt: ...from the mountains of
North Carolina to the lands of the Indian
Territory; furnished them with cattle, seed,
implements and food for the first season,
and placed skilled managers over them to
instruct them in agriculture, and to direct
their work. At the time of their removal
these Indians were in poverty, but they
became thrifty, and have long since
acquired all the elements of genuine
prosperity; schools, a college in their own
language, newspapers, and a deposited
school fund of more than a million dollars.
It is stated that these now civilized Indians
have a wealth that can be safely set at
$17,000 for each head of family. During all
the years that have elapsed since they were
aided, they have repaid over and over again
the outlay, by the revenues received by the
Government from their being thus settled.
Contrast this policy with that pursued
towards the Seminoles. Some one urged a
less amount for their removal than had
been provided for the Cherokees, and they
declined it. A desolating war ensued which
cost the tax-payers $10,000,000, and
resulted in the killing of 1,466 white men.
System will accomplish more than
disorder, and the Government can by
systematizing the manner of production
and distribution in Porto Rico, bring a great
prosperity to its people. If the people of the
acquired islands are to be left to fight the
battle of life as single handed workers,
under no more favorable conditions than
were present when Spain had rule, the
people will be the losers by the change. If
foreign capital controls the industry of the
islands it will influence every legal
enactment so that the labor of the islands
will bear all the burdens, and our
Government will be at an expense to
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protect foreign capital that, in turn, will
gather all the net gains and send...
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